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The most exciting thing about my research is...to create new molecules and

new concepts.

When 1 was eighteen I wanted to be...an industrial chemist.

M y favorite subject at school was...maths until I got a chemistry teacher who let me do experiments.

My favorite piece of research is...the disappearing C—C bond in small clusters.

I f I could have dinner with three famous scientists from history, they would be...van’t Hoff, Staudinger,

and Wittig.

I chose chemistry as a career because...of the beauty of structures, reactions, and colors, the broad
applicability in our society, and its wonderful mix in creativity, serendipity, and logic.

M y first experiment was...an ill-fated attempt to make bromine as a schoolboy.

If I wasn't a scientist, I would be...a craftsman.

The best advice I have ever been given is...to move on to new chemistry.

The worst advice I have ever been given was...keep doing what you already do best.

The part of my job which I enjoy the most is...to work with talented students and co-workers.

My favorite food is...Japanese, instilled upon me by the exquisite taste of my Japanese friends.

The biggest challenge facing chemists is...the sustainable use of the chemical elements.
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